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THE FIFTH AMERICAN PEACE CONGRESS 
AT SAN FRANCISCO 

The Congress at San Francisco marked, we believe, 
a step in advance. There will be a better interna- 
tional understanding because of it. It will properly 
take its place along with the other similar congresses 
as a time-keeper of civilization. It will be a fountain 
of hope and inspiration to those who see the vision and 
keep the faith. We in the work will be strengthened to 
go on, as others will be. The men and women whose 
high privilege it will be to establish the machinery that 
shall make international wars no longer necessary will 
recognize the sincerity of the labors there. The energy 
and intelligence of that congress will be needed by those 
whose genius is to liberate humanity. 

Congresses in the name of international justice began 
seventy-two years ago. During the intervening years 
there have been many congresses held for the purpose of 
abolishing war as a means of settling international dis- 
putes. There have been periods when the hopes of the 
peace workers seemed about to be realized. 

And yet the world is confronted with the stupendous 
fact of the war of 1914. Tha poison of war has entered 
the arteries of the world, and no nation is free from its 
taint. Thirteen nations are sick unto death because of 
it. When Napoleon swept his hand across Europe, 
nearly 4,000,000 men died. This war, now fourteen 
months old, has produced a devastation three times as 
great. Twenty-one million fighters, at a minimum an- 
nual expense of fifteen billions of dollars, cause bank- 
ruptcy, repudiation, and revolution to skulk threaten- 
ingly throughout the European darkness. 

Men feel forced to fight to stop fighting, to kill that 
they may defend the sixth commandment, to rear false 
gods of force, to appeal all sides to the same God, to ex- 
terminate fathers and mothers, too; to rear babies in 
and out of wedlock, to covet, to steal, to lie, and all in 
the name of liberty, of peace, of religion. In the pres- 
ence of such a diabolical situation, there can be no laugh- 
ter more derisive than the laughter of Mars. 

But there is a more stupendous fact than the fact of 
the war. The twent) r -one republics of the Western Hem- 
isphere are at peace between themselves. The United 
States, the greatest republic of history and the most 
hopeful of human experiments, as we love to think, is at 
peace. This is not because we have had no provocation. 
The killing of American citizens by one side and the 
molestation of our commerce by the other have been 
aggravating, indeed, in some instances, causes for war. 
We may add that the United States has taken part in 
the war ; as pointed out in our last number, we have won 
the greatest victory in the war. When once the issue 
was clearly drawn between this country and Germany, 



a gentleman in Washington in the name of the American 
people went forth to combat. With no guns nor sword, 
with no threat of any kind, he took unto himself the 
mightier weapons of reason, justice, law, and simple 
righteousness. And he won. 

Why is this nation at peace? In no small sense, be- 
cause of the century of peace efforts throughout the 
United States, efforts so natural to a free people seeking 
their permanent satisfactions. The Fifth American 
Peace Congress at San Francisco, international in its 
scope, was another expression of true American aspira- 
tion. It is of no little significance that the present 
world catastrophe not only did not interfere with the 
congress, but that it intensified the interest and endeavor 
in behalf of international peace. 



SOME CAUSES OF WAR 

It is not easy to tabulate the causes making for war. 
We can, however, mention a few, and it is of impor- 
tance that we recognize them. It is true, for example, 
that there are primordial instincts still alive in the 
breasts of men. The instinct to fight is a real instinct, 
and instincts are facts to be reckoned with. It is true 
that the instinct to fight is one of the most ancient of 
instincts, and that it still survives. Then there are fears, 
themselves instincts and also facts. There is the fear, 
for instance, of invasion, of hunger, the fear of death at 
the hands of violence. The instinct to fight grows out 
of the instincts of fear. These ancient instincts are real 
causes of war. They are not all of the causes, but they 
are causes. As such, they need to be reckoned with in 
any satisfying analysis of the problem of international 
organization. 

Other causes of war may be classified under the word 
"loyalties." Certain shibboleths have grown out of loyal- 
ties, as, for example, "our flag has been insulted," "our 
property destroyed," "our interests' threatened." It is 
the spirit of loyalty that gives birth to such phrases as 
"the cause of humanity," "the cause of liberty," "the 
cause of justice." These loyalties often make men will- 
ing to sacrifice their lives, mothers the lives of their sons. 

Another factor in the situation is the Dei ex machines 
which plays upon these ancient instincts and loyalties. 
Men in authority baptized in an inertia of ancient fal- 
lacies are quick to make use of these fears and loyalties, 
especially if it is for their own interests. 

Leaders of men are prone to speak, especially when 
referring to international relations, in terms of "rights" 
only. Statesmanship seems little concerned with du- 
ties. The result is a crude patriotism paving the way 
naturally for war. 

There is the spirit of intolerance, and that in high 
places ; not so much religious intolerance, although that 



